
RESOLUI'|ON :l OF 2023

A RESOI-UTION OF SEWICKLT"Y I-III L5 I]OROUGI-I ADOPTING RULES FOR

MEETINCiS AND PUBI,IC COMMENTS

Whereas, the primary purpose of Borcrugh (.ouncil meet-ings, Commiftee meetings, ancl

Counc;il Workshop meetings are to afforrl eler:tr:d olficials ther opportunity to effectivelV conduct
Borough business set forth irr the agenda; and,

Whereas, having an <lrderly frarreworfr with basic ground rules for Council and the
publir: to act toward one otherr with charity ancl respect helps ensure the fulfillment of the
business,; and

Whereas, the authority for establishnrent of these rules is derivecJ from Borough Code, t3

PA. C S.A. Section l-01., et sec. And the !iunshine Act 65 P.5.271, ert Seq. and all amerrrlments
therr:to; and

Now l.herefore, it is hereby rersolved by'the sewicklr:y Hills Borough as fbllows:

1. General Procedure: lt is the intent of tfre Bor<lugh to act corrsistently with the PA

Borouglt Code and arry applicable 13orcugh Ordinance or other legal requirement.
Robert's Rules of Order shall apply, in g,enera{, to the conduct of public meeh'ngs subject
to the Authority of tlrer Chair, while not:;o stringently irnplernented that the meetings
become enta n gled i rr pa rliament:;a ry proced u re.

2. Authority of the Chaiir: The Chair shall act as facilitator assisbng member:; to focus on
tl're agenda, discussion:;, and deliberaljcns. 'f he Chair shall be responsible for
maintaining the clecorum at the ;rublir: meetings and uniforrnly enforcing the rules

expressed in this Resolution.

3. Public Participation: livery public meertirrg shall provide an opportunity for residents and

taxpayers to be hearcl. The following rules shall apply:
it. Public Cornments wiill be scheduled at the beginrring of each meeting to

afford residents and tilxpayers an opportunity tr; speak.

b. The Chair, art his or herr discretion, ma'y' allow for additional public comment
beforer oflrcial action on malters and rnay offer the opportunity for
nonresidelnts to speah.

(:, All meehng attendee:; who would liketo speak are required to si5;n a register

at the beginnirrg of each meeting arrd,/or state their name fbr the Borougir

Secreta ry for record k:eepin g.

d. Each:;pea1kr,.r is required to state their name priorto public comment and rruill

have up t,:r (5) five minutes {'or cornrnernts.



e. lf there ar(l more than (10) ten nrembers of the public who would like to
speak, thr,: public cornments trme I'or each speaker will be limited to (3) threet

minutes irn the inter,:lst of allowing fbr all agenda items to be covered anrj

everyone 1o have a r.hance to spr:ak, whiler still respectingtime constraint:;.
f . Speakers nray not yrr:ld the'ir timr: or any portion of their fime to another

speitKer.

g. The Chair has the di:;r:retion to ru e as out-ot-orcler comments and behal,ior
that woul,i reasonably be derfined as harassment. lf the harassment

continue:s, the Chair may lirnit any additional rernaining public:comment for
that indivirlual for t[.rat meerting.

Ll. ConductDetrimentaltoOrderlyMeet'ings. lJnrulymernbersoftl"republiclvill beas;kerj
tr: rnaintain order firs;t, will loser remalning hrne to speak s€)cond, will be ;rsked to leave
the meeting thlrd, and will then be escorted from the meeting forth in that escalattng

or<jer as determined by the Ch;rir.

This resolution is hereby adcrpted by an asserrrbled meeting <lf the tlorough Council of Sewickley
Hills [3or<rugh on AugustB, rl-Ct23.
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Approved t his 8il1 day of Aqglrst, 2023

BOROIJGH OF SEWICKL.EY HILLS

M:ryor


